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Clause~itz and Strategy in the Missile Age: A C~itique of 

Bernhard 8~o,die 's :E:t.~at.e~ic Thought 

In the n,_,~'rnal c,:,ul~se of things it is n,c, dern cc, r,n'sentatc, l~s 

that c~itique thei~ ~ p~edecessc,1~s. I~n the fc, llowing pages I will 

t.u~n this idea c,n its head by c~'itically ~eviewing the st.l-at.egic 

thc, ught of E:e~na~d 81~odie ( 1910-1978 ) using the strategic 

thought, of C:a~-i yon Clausewitz ( ]710-1831 ) as the basis fo~ TM r,y 

c~it.i,que. Specifically, I p~opose tc, ccm~pa~e thei~ ~ thought usi~n~ 

four r~tajc,~ ~ crit.el~ia as a f1~ar, ework. These c~-iteria, include: what 

is ,~a~; why emplc, y n~ilital~y F,,:,we~ whe~n: ,:,~ un,de~ ~ what cc,~nditions~ 

should rnilit.a~'y power be employed; and how should r~~ilit.a~y power- 

be used. 

Tc, put this effo~t in propel ~ F,e~sF, ective it. is necessa~-y 

finest t.o say a few wo~ds about the lives and t. ir, es of these t,~o 

n'lilita~y i.hinke~s. Clause,~itz lived his life ,:,ve~- a hu~nd1~ed 

yeal~s bef,-,ee the advent of ~nuclea~- ~eapons. He ,~as a 

p~,:,fessic0nal ~,ilita~y office~ ~ fc,~- r, ost of his life. He k~ne,~ ,~a~- 

at. finest hand. 8~odie, by cc, nt.~ast: was an academic. Fie neve~- 

wc,~-e a uniforr~, ~nc, l- ,did he kinc,~ f~,:,r~'~ dialect pe~sonal e::.::pe~"ience 

ab,:,ut the hc,~rc,es c,f ,~,a~ ~. He was: hc, weve~", associated th~-c, ughc, ut 

his life ,~ith r,'~ilita~y i'nstitutions, ble ,~,as, in fact., a n~ernbe~" 

,:,f the faculty L.hat opened the Nati,:,~nal ~a~ ~ College in 19zL~. It. 

,~,c, uld appear, that these two nlen sepa~ated in t. irile, place and 
.o 
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p , e ~ - s o n a l  e : : . ' p , e ~ - i e n c e  d o  nc, t h a v e  v e r y  m u c h  i n  ccmm,c ,n .  T h e y  d o ,  

however, have sevel-al ve~-y significant intellectual b,z, nds. Fi~-st, 

they were students ,:,f milital-y hist.,z,~-y. '.-;ec,:,nd, and most 

irrfportantly, they lived a~ud w~-,:,te in t.ir~'Jes ,:,f e::-::t.l~ao~dina~-ily 

revc, lutional~y change in t.er'n',s of the nat.ul~e ,:,f wag'fare. 

Clausewitz sought to come t,:, grips wit.h the totality of 

Nap,z, le,z, nic wa~', while 8r,:,die b~-,:,o,ded ,:,ver the impact ,:,f nuclea~- 

weap,E, lqs . 

The thesi.s of 8~,:,die's article, e::.::t~-acted fl~om his 

,#,:,rk ~Jal ~ and P,:,litics., is sur~m'~al-ized as follows. Nuclea~- 

al~e weapons of sublime .irony. They are s,:, destructive that their 

use ~egat.es t.hei~" value. Their real value, then, lies i~ thei~- 

, de t . e~-~-e~ t .  p , ~ - , _ - , p e r t i e s :  t o  m a k e  t h e  cc, s t  o f  , ~ a r  t . r ,o  h i g h  f,;,~" 

p , , - , t e ~ T t i a l  e n e r l ~ i e s  t.c, c , - , n t . e r n p l a t e ,  i . e . ,  u t i l i t y  i n  n , - , R - u s e .  A s  a 

~ e s u l t .  d i ~ - e c t  w a ~ s  b e t w e e n  t h e  g ~ - e a t ,  p o w e r s  h a v e  b e c c ,  rl'~e a n  

i n c l - e a s i ~ n , 2 1  y ~er~'~c,t.e p , - , s s i b i l i t y .  T h e  t . h ~ u s t  o f  8~-c, d i e ' s  a ~ g u n ' ~ e n t  

wc, u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  a d e c i d e d l y  u ~ n - C l a u s e , ~ i t . z i a n  b e n t .  A c lc ,  se~" 

e x a r , l i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r , ,ay p ~ - o v e  t h a t  f i r s t  i r ~ ~ p , ~ e s s i c ,  n s  c a n  b e  

r~'~isl e a d i n g .  ~.~ 

Turning to the fir.st c~-iteri,:,n fo~ ~ cc,~npa~ison, ~klat is ~ar, 

I find a high deg~-ee of sin'iila~-ity in the thinking c,f both 

Clause~it.7 and 8~,-,die. Tc, Clausewitz ,~a~" is a p, olitical act.: 

" . . .  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p o l i c y  b y  , ; , b h e r  m e a n s .  " E : l ~ o d i e  c l e a ~  ~ l y  

thinks l ike,~ise. He n,z, tes that the ~-eall,/ irnp,z,~'t.ant quest.i,z, ns 

conce~'ni~ng the use c,f ~nuclea~ ~ ~eap,,:,~ns a~-e pc, l:itical in natu~e ', 
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" 1We should notice...that all of t.herr, a~-e in pa~-t., though in 

val'ying deg~-ee, p,z, l itical questions...they cannot he answel-ed 

adequately wit.hour ~-efe~'ence t . o . . . p c ,  l i t i c a l  considel-ations and 

clara." He believes that wa~- is a ~-ational act. c,f nation-states 

an,q the appl icat.ion c,f f,-_,~'ce must be p~-eceded by political 

objectives. E:~-c,die and Clausewitz P,o'th believe, as a ~-esult, 

that the milit.a~-y must be sub,z,l-dinate to the p.z, licyn~ake~-. Brodie 

c~-iticizes rI',ilita~'y leaders fo~- being to,z, occupied with the means 

of nucleal ~ wa~- the i.echnolc, gy c,f such weap,z, ns . vice theiL.>: ~. 

ends of such, weapons. He al-gues that the awful potential i ::! ! 

dest~-uctiveness c, f  such,, weapons should not overshadow the " ' : ; ~ : "  : /  

p o l i t i c a l  ~ - e a l i t . y  ,-,f t . h e i ~  ~ e x i s t e n c e .  T h e s e  a~-e s e n t i m e n t s  t h a t  - 

Clausewitz w o u l d  find appealing. 

On the questic, n ,of why employ r,,ilit.a~-y g,:,we~-, Clausewitz 

pc, s i t s  t h a t  wa~- i s  " . . . t o  c o r , , p e l  ou~ ~ e n e m y  t c ,  d o  ,:,u~- w i l l "  a n d ,  

mc, l-e ir,~pc,~-t.antly, tc, achieve political gc, als. 8~-,-,die, I believe, 

has no a~-gur,,ent with these views as fa~ ~ as they gc,. He takes 

this al-gume~Tt a step fu~-t.he~ ~ by asse~'t, ing the~-e a~-e c i~-cumsta~nces 

i~n which the the-eat of unleashing ,:,ve~'whelmin,g F,,:,we~" is 

sufficient tO positively affect, the behavio," of p,-,t.ential e~nemies 

withc, ut ~-esc, rting t.o an actual engageme~nt c,f r,,ilit.a~'y forces. As 

C:lausewitx n',i,.~ht have put. it. in his ,z,w~n wol-,ds, "P,-,ssible c,-,mbats 

a~-e ,-nn acc,_,u~nt. ,-,f t.hei~" eesult.s t.,-, be l,_-,oked up,-nn as ~-eal ,-,nes." 

It. is with the t.hil'd c1"it.e)'i,-nq, Uln,del- what. cil-cur,,stalnces 

sh,-,uld r,,ilit.a~-v F_,,-,we~- be empl,-,yed, that. I see Eh-,-,die r,,a~::ilng his 
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g~eatest use~bf Clausewitzian logic to st~'engthen his view on the 

det.e~l~ent natu~-e of nuclea~ ~ weapons. Both Clausewitz~and E:1-c, die 

see wa~" as serious business; not to be initiated for frivolous 

ob.jects. Clausewitz a~gues eloquently that to be successful in 

wa~ ~ t.he~e rr, ust be sor,,e p1~opoetionalit.y between ends and means. 

"Since wa~ ~ is not an act. of senseless passion but is cont~olled 

by its political ob.ject, the value of this object must deterr,'~ine -= 
: .I 

the sacrifices to be n',ade fol - it. in r,'~agnitude and also in 

du~-atic, n." E:~odie seizes upc, n this Clausewitzian thought and :.-~ 

uses it. as a pc, int of depal-ture fc,~" his own t.hou,;ht c,n st.~-ateg~-i: ~i;; TM. 

in the "missile age". .81-odie a~-gues that the essence ,:,f nucleaM ..~Y:~ ..... :: 

,Jet.e~-~-ence lies in the fact that their- are no ~-ational scena~ios- 

in which a nation's policyn'~ake~s would possibly believe that the 

~isks inhe1~ent in a nuclear e::-::change would not fa~- outweigh any 

conceivable gains. In the case c,f nuclear wa~ ~ ends and means can 

neve~ ~ be pl~opc,~t.ionate. In r,',aking this point 8~-c, die even r,',akes a 

dialect refe~ence tc, Clausewitz. He also dc, es another ve~"y 

Clause~itzian thing to st~engt.hen his argur,',ent.,i.e., he d~aws 

upon histo~'ical reco~d to den'~onst~ate that political leader's in 

both the Kremlin and ~ashington view the nuclear ~isk-gain 

benefit ~'atio in the same light he does. Clausewitz would have 

difficulty a~guing against, the soundness of his c0wn logic in 
/ 

8rodie's case. 

The fc, u~th crit.e~ic, n fc,~ ~ compa~isc, n, how should r~'~ilit.a~y 

F,,:°~e~ be en'~plc, yed, is a n',c,~e p~obler,,atic one than the c, the~ ~ 
"o 



criteria. ,~~# Clausewitz the engagers~ent of fo~'ces in war is not 

to be avnided, but actively sought un,de~- the rr,:,st pc, strive 

cc, nditions for the attacking fo~ces• In war, Clausewitz 

fel-velnt, ly believed, bl,z,c, dshed cann,z,t be av,z, ided. Brodie, ,-,f 

course, using Clausewitz's own logic has dem,z, nst.rated why nuclear 

fo~ces should never be engaged. The#e are no effective ways to 

actively use nuclear weapc, ns in a r~,ilit.ary conflict. Bl-odie is -- 
! --- 

not saying here that nuclear war.is ir~possible, quite the _ 

c o n t . r a ~ - y  i t  i s  t h e  " l u l ' k i n g  f e a r "  t h a t  d e t . e r ~ - e n c e  n',ay fai l . . .__~. ,...~'~.. : -  

! t h a t  d~ 'aws t h e  n u c l e m . r  pc, we l - s  b a c k  f r o r n  t h e  a b y s s •  On a " '  ~~'~":~~ 

c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  hc, weve~ ~, I assu r l t e  t h a t  E;l~c,,die s e e s  e y e  t .o e y e  ?'. ~, ~ 

w i t h  C l a u s e w i t z .  A l t h c ,  u g h  i t .  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  B ~ - o d i e  dc, e s  n o t  

specifically address this issue in his al-ticle. He does c,:,mrr, ent 

c,n the fact. that nuclear weapons have acted as a const~-aint ,-,n 

the use of conventional fcmces. In ~-egard tc, inuclear weap, c, ns, I 

believe that Clausewitz would see the st.~-engt.h a~n,d ~'at.ic, nality ,-~f 

E : ~ ' o d i e ' s  p o s i t . i c , ~ 7 .  

T h e  e v i d e n c e ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  c o m p e l l i n g ' ,  E:l~,_-,,die i s  a d i s c i p l e  

c,f C : l a u s e w i t z .  A l t h c ,  u g h  Brc,  d i e  a ~ r i v e s  at- sor,Le c o n c l u s i c ,  n s  t h a t  

seer,', at f ir~ glance highly n,-,n-Clausewitzian the purpose ,z,f 

the n,ilit.ary in the nuclear age is t.o avert war he archives 

at. t.her~'~ t.h~ough use c,f Clausewit.zian ic, gic. On each of the r~~aj,z,r 
/ 

criteria used f,_-,~- c,:,Mparisc, n they hold similar- vie,~s. They bc, th 

adhe~-e t-o what noted psycholc,,gist and rf~at.hen~aticia~n A~nat.c,l 

Rapap,_-mt calls the "political philc, sophy" ,_,f ,~a~. F'e~klaF, s this 
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is not as st~-ange as it. seems. A wider reading of Brc, die's 

writing, fc, r e::-.'.ar~',F, le his sef~'~inal work entitled Citrateqy in the 

Missile Aqe, makes it. clear that he studied C:lausewitz in great 

detail. He adn'~ires Clausewit.z ( this is clea~ ~ from the glosses 

contained in the Parer t~-anslat.i,z,n ,-,f On War ) and focuses on 

tw,-, particular aspects c,f the P~-ussian's i.hought'. I) policy must 

contr,:,l the direction ,-,f military operations; and 2) r,',eans and 

ends in  war must have some congruence. These t.wo co~ncept.s l i e  a t  

nuclear More 8rodie's cf ".•.~:'ji:ii::~': < ,  ~,- 

Clausewitz to nuclear war underscores the continuing relevance o?" 

Clausewitz's thought for co~ntemporary military thinkers° The 

o ld ,  dead P~-ussian o f f e r s  nc, presc~-ipt ic,  ns, but  he d id  captu~-e 

some univet-sal aspects ,_,f war and bequeathed them t,:, his 

intellectual descendants of whor,, E:el-nard E:r,z, die is a ve~-y 

p, r co rn i ~n e n t .  e::< a m p 1 e .  

/ 
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